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Reference  is  made  to  the  following 
STATUTES  and  RULES: 

GENERAL  LAWS  —  Chapter  148,  Section  1.   Definitions. 

''In  this  chapter  the  following  words,  unless  a  different 
meaning  is  required  by  the  context  or  is  specifically  pre- 
scribed, shall  have  the  following  meanings : 

"'Board',  the  board  of  fire  prevention  regulations 
established  under  section  fourteen  of  chapter  twenty-two. 

"'Head  of  the  fire  department',  the  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  fire  department  in  a  city,  town  or  fire  district 
having  such  an  officer,  otherwise  the  fire  commissioner, 
board  of  fire  commissioners  or  fire  engineers,  or  commis- 
sioner of  public  safety;  and,  in  towns  not  having  a  fire 
department,  the  chief  engineer,  if  any,  otherwise  the 
chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen." 

GENERAL  LAWS  —  Chapter  148,  Section  28. 

"The  board  shall  make  such  rules  and  regulations,  and 
the  head  of  the  fire  department  shall  make  such  orders 
or  rules  not  inconsistent  therewith,  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  or  remedying  any  condition 
in  or  about  any  building,  structure  or  other  premises  or 
on  any  ship  or  vessel  w^hich  may  tend  to  become  a  fire 
hazard  or  to  cause  a  fire,  but  limited,  except  as  otherwise 
provided,  to  the  following  subjects:  .  .  .  Clause  L. 
Prohibiting  or  regulating  inflammable  decorations  in 
public  buildings  and  places  of  assembly,  as  such  terms  are 
defined  in  section  one  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  and  in  stores." 


RULES  and  REGULATIONS  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Prevention  Regulations  made  for  the  PURPOSE 
OF  REMEDYING  ANY  CONDITION  FOUND  TO 
EXIST  IN  OR  ABOUT  ANY  BUILDING  OR  OTHER 
PREMISES  OR  ON  ANY  SHIP  OR  VESSEL  IN 
RESPECT  TO  FIRES,  THE  PREVENTION  OF 
FIRE  AND   FIRE   HAZARD. 

"No  inflammal)le  decorations  shall  be  used  in  stores, 
halls  and  jjlaces  of  assembly  as  such  term  is  defined  in 
General  Laws,  Ter.  Ed.,  Chapter  143,  Section  1,  as 
amended  by  the  Acts  of  1943,  Chapter  546,  Section  1, 
except  to  such  an  extent,  such  period  of  time,  and  under 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  head  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment shall  authorize  in  writing."  (Note:  See  Acts  of 
1945,  Chapter  480,  amending  General  Laws,  Chap- 
ter 143,  Section  1,  by  further  defining  the  term  "place  of 
assembly.") 

Pursuant  to  the  above  statutes  and  provisions  of  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  board,  the  head  of  the  fire  department  has 
promulgated  the  following  TERMS  AND  CONDITIONS 
under 'which  permission  or  authorization  will  be  granted  for 
the  use  of  inflammable  decorations  in  public  buildings,  places 
of  assembly  and  stores  located  within  the  City  of  Boston. 

Paragraph  1.     CERTAIN  MATERIALS  TO  BE  SUBMITTED  FOR 
TEST. 

No  fabric,  plastic  coated  fabric,  unbacked  plastic  sheeting, 
artificial  leather  of  any  type,  lacquered  leather,  or  other  deco- 
rative material  shall  be  used  for  decorations  in  public  build- 
ings, places  of  assembly,  and  in  stores  within  the  City  of 
Boston  until  a  sample  thereof  has  been  submitted,  tested  and 
approved  in  accordance  with  the  Boston  Fire  Department's 
TERMS  and  CONDITIONS  applicable  to  the  use  of  inflam- 
mable decorations. 

The  burden  of  proof  that  an  article  has  ))een  flameproofed 
and  made  fire  resistant  is  upon  the  owner  or  user  of  the  ma- 
terial in  question. 


Paragraph  2.     PURPOSE   OF   TEST. 

The  purpose  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department  test  is  to  deter- 
mine the  abihty  of  materials  to  withstand  direct  contact 
with  a  flame  and  to  determine  the  ability  of  the  material  to 
act  as  a  self-extinguisher  if  ignited. 

Paragraph  3.     SAMPLING. 

All  samples  submitted  for  testing  shall  consist  of  a  strip 
of  material  at  least  10  inches  long,  cut  to  include  the  entire 
width  of  the  roll.  Each  sample  shall  be  identified  with  the 
manufacturer's  name,  trade  name,  and  numbers  designating 
quality,  color  and  roll  representation. 

Paragraph  4.     APPARATUS. 

Tirrell  Burner 
Stop  Watch 

Iron  Ring  Stand,  Clamp,  and  Suitable  Wire  for  Suspending 
Sample. 

Paragraph  5.     PROCEDURE. 

Preparation 

For  cotton  textile  coated  composition  and  all  textile 
treated  with  flame  retardant  compounds,  three  (3)  speci- 
mens, one  and  one-half  inches  by  10  inches,  shall  be  cut 
with  their  long  dimension  in  the  direction  of  the  warp,  and 
three  (3)  in  the  direction  of  the  filling.  Each  lot  of  speci- 
mens shall  be  taken  from  locations  approximately  equally 
spaced  throughout  the  sample  and  shall  not  be  taken 
nearer  the  selvage  than  one  tenth  the  width  of  the  material 
as  supplied  in  roll  form. 

For  unbacked  plastic  sheeting,  six  (6)  specimens,  one 
and  one-half  inches  by  10  inches,  shall  be  cut  at  random 
from  the  sample  sheet. 

Test 

The  flame  of  the  Tirrell  Burner  is  adjusted  so  that  the 
blue  cone  of  the  flame  is  approximately  one  and  one-half 
inches  high  and  the  total  height  of  the  flame  is  five  and 
one-half  inches. 
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The  sample  is  mounted  in  a  vertical  position,  the  upper 
end  held  in  a  clamp  covering  the  upper  one  half  inch  of  the 
sample,  with  the  lower  end  of  the  sample  four  inches  from 
the  top  of  the  burner.  (The  test  is  conducted  where 
drafts  will  not  interfere  with  proper  conduct  of  the  test.) 

The  flame  is  applied  to  the  center  of  the  lower  end  of 
the  sample  for  ten  (10)  seconds  and  withdrawn,  and  the 
duration  of  the  flaming  (afterflame)  of  the  specimen  is 
noted.  The  length  of  time  between  disappearance  of 
afterflame  and  disappearance  of  visible  smoldering  (after- 
glow) shall  also  be  noted. 

If  a  test  specimen  shows  a  tendency  to  curl  upon  ex- 
posure to  the  flame  of  the  burner,  it  is  permissible  to  use 
any  suitable  means  for  maintaining  the  sample  in  a  vertical 
position  provided  said  means  do  not  interfere  with  free 
access  of  flame  to  sample  nor  cause  dissipation  of  the 
full  force  of  the  flame  by  heat  conduction  away  from  the 
sample  being  tested. 

One  method  of  avoiding  the  curl  of  a  sample  is  to  insert 
one  standard  metal  paper  staple  on  each  side  of  the  sample 
one  half  inch  from  the  lower  end  and  as  near  the  edge 
as  possible.  The  outer  ends  of  the  staples  act  as  small 
hooks  to  which  can  be  attached  two  28-gauge  (B  &  S) 
copper  wires  fastened  at  the  other  end  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  exert  a  gentle  45-degree  angle  pull,  thus  holding 
the  sample  in  a  vertical  jDlane.  This  manner  of  sus- 
pending the  sample  eliminates  curl  with  an  insignificant 
heat  loss. 

In  testing  unbacked  plastic  materials,  where  a  portion  of 
the  sample  under  test  fuses  off  before  the  ten  seconds  has 
elapsed,  the  burner  shall  be  raised  so  that  the  flame  shall 
continue  on  the  remaining  portion  of  the  sample  for  ten 
seconds.  If  the  fused-off  portion  continues  to  burn  over 
the  prescribed  two  seconds,  it  will  be  considered  cause  for 
rejection  of  the  sample. 

Paragraph  6.     SPECIFICATION. 

No  specimen  when  tested  by  the  procedure  described  above 
shall  show  afterflame  of  more  than  two  (2)  seconds  after  the 
burner  flame  is  withdrawn. 


No  specimen  when  tested  by  the  procedure  described  above 
shall  have  an  afterglow  of  more  than  forty  (40)  seconds  after 
the  burner  flame  is  withdrawn. 

Paragraph  7.     CERTIFICATE   OF   ANALYSIS. 

On  completion  of  the  test,  a  certificate  of  analysis  and  a 
letter  of  approval  shall  be  issued  by  the  Boston  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Paragraph  8.     CERTIFICATE   OF    FLAMEPROOFING. 

Where  a  flameproofing  process,  not  of  a  permanent  nature, 
is  applied  to  decorative  material  to  be  used  in  any  public  build- 
ing, place  of  assembly  or  store,  a  certificate  of  flameproofing, 
specifying  the  basic  formula  of  the  treatment  applied  and  the 
date  of  application,  shall  be  filed  with  the  head  of  the  fire 
department  by  the  person,  firm,  or  corporation  applying  the 
flameproofing  treatment. 

This  certificate  is  required  in  addition  to  the  certificate  of 
analysis  (report  of  laboratory  test)  in  accordance  with  Para- 
graph 1  of  these  terms  and  conditions. 

Laundering  or  dry  cleaning  of  the  materials  in  question 
shall  render  the  certificate  of  flameproofing  void.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  time  limit  stated  on  the  certificate,  the  flame- 
proofing process  shall  be  reapplied  and  the  certificate  shall 
be  renewed. 

The  certificate  of  flameproofing  form  shall  be  obtained  from 
the  Fire  Prevention  Division. 

Paragraph  9.     FAILURE   TO   COMPLY. 

Failure  to  comply  with  any  or  all  of  the  terms  and  conditions 
herein  contained  constitutes  a  violation  of  Section  12  of  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Prevention  Regu- 
lations governing  prevention  of  fire  and  fire  hazard  in  buildings 
or  premises,  and  is  punishable  by  a  fine  of  ten  dollars  for  each 
day  during  which  such  violation  continues  after  notice.  The 
head  of  the  fire  department  may  also  order  the  removal  from 
any  public  building,  place  of  assembly  or  store,  of  any  inflam- 
mable decoration  used  or  installed  therein  in  violation  of  the 
above  terms  and  conditions. 


Paragraph  10.     ENFORCEMENT. 

Attention  is  directed  to  General  Laws  (Ter.  Ed.),  Chapter  148, 
Section  30,  which  provides:  "Violation  of  any  lawful  rule, 
order  or  regulation  of  the  board  or  of  any  lawful  order  of  the 
marshal  or  rule  or  order  of  the  head  of  a  fire  department, 
punishment  whereof  is  not  otherwise  provided  for,  shall  be 
punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  ten  dollars  for  each  day 
during  which  such  violation  continues  after  notice  to  the 
offender.  Such  notice  may  bo  given  by  personal  service  or  by 
posting  the  same  in  a  conspicuous  place  on  the  premises  affected 
thereby.  The  superior  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  equity 
to  enforce  any  lawful  rule,  order  or  regulation  of  the  board, 
or  any  lawful  order  of  the  marshal  or  rule  or  order  of  the  head 
of  a  fire  department,  upon  application  respectively  of  the 
commissioner,  the  marshal  or  the  head  of  the  fire  department." 

Francis  X,  Cotter,  John  V.  Stapleton, 

Fire  Commissioner.  Chief  of  Department. 

Edward  N.  Montgomery, 
Assistant  Chief  of  Department. 

Approved  as  to  form: 
William  L.  Baxter, 

Corporation  Counsel. 
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